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WEATHER.
ffelr and colder tonight and tomor¬

row; lowest temperature tonight about
a
Temperature for twenty-four hours

ending 2 p.m. today: Highest, 62, at 1
jft.cn. today; lowest. 42, at 3 a.m. today.
Full report on page IS.
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Traffic Over Aqueduct Bridge
Closed Over Night, But Is

Resumed Today.

WATER FALLS THREE FEET
AT GEORGETOWN BY NOON

Channel on Virginia Side Free of Ice.
Jam in Georgetown Course

Remains Firm.

Danger of a serious flood along the
Washington river front for the present
passed today, in the opinion of experi¬
enced rivermen. lee floes jammed in
the channels above the city broke and
passed down the Potomac, and with this
movement the high water began to re¬

cede rapidly.
Because of the big ice jam at Aqueduct

bridge and the continued rise of the water
late, yesterday afternoon the police of the
seventh precinct, in conjunction with
military officers, closed the bridge- at 5 :4a

o'clock last evening. This was done as a

precautionary measure, and not because
It was believed the bridge was seriously
threatened after the ice forced a passage
through the channel known as Little river

during the afternoon. At 7 o'clock this

morning the barriers were removed from
both ends of the bridge and traffic was
resumed.
At that time the water had receded un¬

til the R & O. tracks along Water street
were clear and the fall was continuing.
Before noon the water had fallen more
than three feet, while the channel opened
on the Virginia side of the river was prac¬
tically free from floating ice.

Jam Bemains Firm.
The jam in Georgetown channel, ex¬

tending from Highway bridge to the Three
Sisters, remained firm. Resort to dyna¬
mite to loosen the ice was made unneces¬
sary by the opening of the passage through
Little river, and Army engineers this
morning said it would be useless to try
to dynamite the jam along the George¬
town shore for the reason that the ice
la packed solidly to the bottom of the
river. It is held in place by the receding
of the water and probably will not go
until warm weather melts it out.
Precautions were taken to safeguard

the powerhouse of the Capital Traction
Company, on the river front near the
foot of Wisconsin avenue, last evening-.
A nunber of stMl cars loaded with
coal were placed on the railroad tracks
about the building, and bags fllled with
earth were provided to barricade the
doors and lower windows against an
inflow of water should the river con¬
tinue to rise. The rapid falling of the
river, however, made these precautions
unnecessary.

Great Damage to Canoes.
This morning owners of boathouse

and boat club property along the river
near the Aqueduct bridge began taking
stock and estimating damage. Members
of the Washington Canoe Club esti¬
mated damage to the building, to hun¬
dreds of canoes that could not be re¬
moved from the building in time and
to other property, at about $23,000.
Dempsey's boathouse and contents, it!
was stated today, sustained damage!
amounting to at least the same amount.)
It is believed the boathouse itself will
be a total loss, as the entire front of
the building- is crushed in and will
surely collapse when the ice jam that
now holds it up melts or goes out.
The building and contents of the Po¬

tomac Boat Club, it was stated, will
show from $8,000 to $10,000 damage
when a complete inventory can be
made; while the building of "the Great
Falls Canoe house, with its contents,
is damaged probably to the extent of
about $5,000. Capt. Moore's boathouse,
his targe power boat and smaller craft
were absolutely splintered and wreck¬
ed by the ice and he estimated his loss
today at about $12,000. Conservatively
estimated, it was said today that the
clubs and boathouses had suffered com¬
bined damage of from $75,000 to $90,000.

Dredging^ Concern Loses.
The Columbia Granite and Dredging

Company, in the wrecking of two tugs
and several barges, sustained a loss of
about $50,000. This does not take into
account damage done to the buildings
and shanties at the company's quar¬
ries near Chain bridge, no estimate of
which has been made as yet.

wrought by the ice and water
at points all the way from Georgetown
to Great Falls has been great, it was
stated today by persons who have

«
ps to Sycamore Island, Little

Palls, Stubblefleld Falls and other
points, though no estimate of damage
at these points has l^een made
Rivermen today expressed the belief

K^ra?t,ct1Iy a" "f the h'*?h water
and big ice has passed down.the river

^ ,
no ,further dancer is to be an¬

ticipated unless heavy rains alone the
headwaters of the Potomac and its
tributaries cause another rise.

Ice Eas Not Moved.
Prom the railroad bridge. past the

Highway bridge, and up to Georgetown
the ice in the channel has not moved
since yesterday evening. On both
sides the river there is open water and

is rushing along at high
speed. Little ice. comparatively, is be¬
ing brought down, and it is carried b-ut
afew hundred yards below the railroad
trMtfe. where it strikes a jam that ex¬
tends to the wharf of the Washington
t teel and Ordnance Cornpan v, at Gies-
boro point.

- oieb

The jam. both above the bride-. «* and
at G.esboro. seems to be to the"*",torn
°f_tJle,channel. and there is no move-

be seen
Wa,er throu«h 't. a» far as can

Bab?. been carried under
the Highway bridge and has had her

?wl«edta£ ,
k"ocked oa and her house

twisted, but there is a possibility she
,?aVedr., The ,ue Minerva is ly¬ing on her side in the jam and is al-

most entirely covered bv the ice
a" 8hf yni be badly dam-

?«i i e. b,S sand dredge Great Falls
ly- .M? lhe shoal water on the

District side of the river with ice all
about her and she may be saved, but it

a« PO?fibi!]ty A Power launch is

SJS ?«!n Jam a 8hort distance
Hi*hway bridge and when

win ^ *° out* U is Probable she
will be taken out with it and sunk.

Caught in Ice.

TJ1%,*te**ner Northland of the Norfolk
and JVashington line and the steamer
Booth Bay, which runs between the

ya^. an<* Indian Head, are in
the ice below Giesboro wharf and this
morning two of the big navy yard tugs
were hammering at the ice with all
their power in an endeavor to open a
passage for the steamers up to this
city. A sand-digging machine helong-

(OpptinB<4« Osnoncl Page.)

VERNON CASTLE DIES
SAVING CADET FUER
Noted Dancer and British War
Hero Falls to Death at Texas

Aviation Camp.

PUPIL ESCAPES INJURY

FORT WORTH. Tex., February la..
Capt. Vernon Castle of the English
Royal Flying Corps was killed this
morning in his airplane fifteen miles
west of Fort Worth.
Castle, in trying to avoid a cadet,

swerved his machine beyond his con¬

trol. fell and was unable to right him¬
self. The cadet was an American, but
was being instructed by the British.
The accident happened close by the
Cenbrook field. The cadet was unin¬
jured.

Castle's pupil was R. Peters. His only
injury was a black eye.
The plane was only fifty feet above

the ground and was going rapidly. The
machine with which the collision was
threatened was just rising.

Castle had made over 150 flights over
the German lines and was the hero of
many exploits in the war zone. His
work had been especially on the Flan¬
ders front and covered a period of nine
months. He came to Fort Worth last
October along with Lord Wellesley.

Castle's plane, in which he was in¬
structing a student, was fly ng near
the ground when another machine,
manned by a cadet, approached. See¬
ing that a collision was imminent.
Castle undertook what aviators know-
as an Immelman turn, but the ma¬
chine failed to .respond and fell to
earth. Castle died in the field hospital
twenty minutes after The fall.
At the time of the accident Castle

was in the front seat of the plane in-
structing his pupil instead of in the
rear, where the instructor usually
rides. Had he been in the rear seat he
probably would not have been injured.

Ber.brook Field, where the accident
occurred, is fifteen miles west of this
city.

Had National Reputation.
NEW YORK, February 15..Vernon

Castle had a national reputation as a
dancer. His home was here. With his
wife, also a graceful dancer, he attain¬
ed great popularity several years ago
as a teacher of modern dances. When
the war broke out both of the Castles
became interested in war work and Air.
Castle took up aviation.
He was granted an aviator's pilot

license by the Aero Club of America
February 9. 1916. after having made a
satisfactory record in test flights at
Newport News, Va. He was born in
Norwich, England, May 2, 1887.
His right name was Vernon BTythe.

Soon after receiving his aviator license
he sailed from New York for England
to join the British aerial service. In
March of 1916 he was appointed a tem¬
porary lieutenant in the British Royal
Flying Corps. Shortly afterward there
came a report of his death while flying
in France.

Followed Husband Abroad.
Mrs. Castle, professionally known as

Irene Castle, followed her husband
abroad to visit him. Returning from a
second visit a year later she announced
that her husband had received the cross
of war for valorous action on the west-
em front. She said he had brought
down two German aviators.
Castle returned from the French

front in April, 1917, and joined the
Royal Flying Corps in Canada as an in¬
structor with the rank of captain. The
following month he was reported to
have had a narrow escape from death in
an accident while flying at Camp Mo-
hawk. The cadet who was flying with
Capt. Castle in the machine at the time
was killed.
When a Canadian contingent of the

flying corps was transferred to Texas
last fall for winter training Capt.
Castle went with it as an instructor.
Mrs. Castle, who is now one of the

star actresses of a motion picture con¬
cern, was prostrated upon receiving the)
news of her husband's death.
While both the Castles gained their

reputations chiefly as dancers, both
have had stage careers in which they
have played star roles. It was while
appearing together in the musical com¬
edy "The Midnight Sons" several years
ago that Capt. Castle and his wife,
then Miss Irene Foote, met and married.
They subsequently went to Paris and
on returning here won sensational pop¬
ularity for their graceful and original
dancing.
They were featured in a musical com¬

edy, the chief attraction of which was
their dancing. Later they established
a dancing school here called "Castle
House," which became famous. Here
they taught the modern dances such as
the "Tango" and the "Fox Trot," and
attracted a clientele among the lead¬
ers of New York society. While abroad
both of them danced before the Queen
of England, it was reported.

Accidents Not Above Normal.
That the numerous fatalities within

the last few weeks among young avia¬
tors at aviation training camps have
been no more than normal, and that
many of thf- accidents are due to dis¬
regard of orders on the part of the
young airmen, was the statement of
War Department officials today. it
was further stated that because "of the
increased number of such accidents
at the aviation training camps in the
last two weeks specially drastic orders
have been issued forbidding men who
have completed their preliminary train¬
ing to attempt feats in the air such
as may safely be don-^ bv experienced
airmen.
According to War Department of-

ficials in touch with conditions sur-
rounding the training of young a\ia-
tors, it is a well recognised fact that
a certain small percentage of the young
n;en who go into training for the serv-
ice, the most hazardous in the Army,
will meet with disaster during the
training period. The fatalities in the
American Army, however, are not re¬
garded as excessive.

Enter Real Practice.
Within the last few weeks the Amer¬

ican flyers who are to carry the "war
in the air" into Germany have com¬

pleted their preliminary course of
study and entered upon the real prac¬
tice of fighting among the clouds.
Officers in charge of the aero camps re¬
port that the American aviation cadets,
once they learn to operate a machine,
¦want to "do all the stunts of the most
experienced aviators of France and
England. It is inevitable that their
daring should result in some acci¬
dents.
In fact it should be said to the credit

of the thousands of young Americans
who are learning to fly that their su¬
perior officers have found it necessary
within the past month to issue espe¬
cially drastic orders to prevent them
from engaging in perilous experiments,
which, although they may demonstrate
the courage of the flyer, are not ab¬
solutely necessary from a military
standpoint and result occasionally in
the destruction not only of the lives
of the young men. but of valuable gov¬
ernment property.

It w£s stated that every serious air¬
plane accident at the American train¬
ing camps is thoroughly investigated
by the War Department and that every
possible effort is being put forth to
keep these unfortunate fatalities down
to the minimum.
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Situation in Shipyards Critical
and Demand Is for Imme¬

diate Improvement.

STILL HOPES TO AVOID
RESORT TO CONSCRIPTION

Difficulty Not So Much Lack of
Workers as It Is Inadequate

Distribution.

President Wilson is giving his per-1
sonal attention to measures to solve the
war time labor problem.
Fnless the efforts now being-made by

Chairman Hurley of tb* United States
Shipping Board to bring about satisfeo-
tory labor conditions in shipbuilding
yards produce immediate results the
President will take a hand in that.
But the President is considering the

entire labor problem, in a. broad sense,
with the end in view of bringing an or¬

derly program out of the present cha¬
otic conditions.

Still Frown on Conscription.
Discussion of conscription of labor

still is frowned upon. Early in the war

there was advocacy of such a step, but
both labor leaders in this country, and
members of the British labor mission
advised against it so strongly that it
has been abandoned.
What the Labor Department now is

trying to do, under the broader pow¬
ers accorded the Secretary of Labor
when he was made labor administrator,
is to set up machinery by which labor
may be distributed, trained to meet
war-time needs, housed adequately and
kept on the job by the prompt adjudica¬
tion of disputes.

To Meet Crisis Promptly.
Within the past week protest against

the shortage of labor in certain locali-
ties, and against what were alleged to
be unreasonable demands of labor in
other uarters which led to disputes,
have been pouring into Washington at
a rapid rate.
Administration leaders are determined

that the crisis shall be met promptly,
rather than that conditions shall reach
a point where a congressional inquiry,
like that into the War Department, may
be precipitated.
The Labor Department has been

working with, the money and machin¬
ery it has to meet the problem. Realiz¬
ing that its peace tim# organization
was inadequate for present pressing
demands, a program was worked out
ami approved by the Secretary of
Labor, which would create a number of
agencies, such as an adjustment bu¬
reau, a conditions of labor bureau, a
bureau on women and industry, a

training and dilution bureau, expansion
of the LTnited States employment serv¬
ice and various other bureaus.

Department Lacks Funds.
But the department is yet without

funds to put most of this program into

effect. The program, in fact, was based
largely on studies made by a commit¬
tee of the Council of National Defense,
and particularly by L. C. Marshall,
brought in there to direct the work,
and was given publicity through the
council.
The program represents an effort to

bring together the loose ends, which
now are scattered in various depart¬
ments, and to meet some sort of a cen¬
tral program. For example, within the
past week representatives of farmers*
organizations appealed directly to the
President to establish a bureau which
would meet the needs of the farmers
this summer.

Distribution Chief Problem.
The Labor Department, the farmers

claim, has paid attention almost wholly
to labor in industry and commerce, and
has done little to insure an adequate
supply of farm labor. In reply the La¬
bor Department professes to be able to
show that there is adequate farm labor
available on the basis of production
last year, and that the Department of
Agriculture has submitted no program
to show how much of an increased pro¬
duction there is to be next year.
This is only one example of conflict¬

ing views of different departments on
the question of supply of labor. In fact,
the Labor Department holds that there

I is an ample supply for all present needs,
j but that it is badly distributed.

'Carpenters at Shipyards
Continue Out on Strike,

Despite Appeal of Hurley
Patriotic arguments have been used bv

Chairman Hurley of the shipping board
in urging striking carpenters and Joiners
in eastern shipyards to return to work
pending settlement of their grievances
by the wage adjustment board.
In a telegram, inspired by reports of

strikes at yards near New York and Bal-
timore. sent last night to \Y. IHutche-
son of Indianapolis, general president of
carpenters, and to district union leader"
Mr. Hurley declared mothers and fath-
ers of sons in the Army will not long
permit continued interference with the
shipbuilding program.
Chairman Hurley insisted that the

men return to work pending action of
I the wage adjustment board, which with¬
in a few days will recommend a general
wage scale for 75 per cent of the yards
on the Atlantic coast. The striking car¬
penters are demanding the wage scale
of J6.60 a day recently granted for Paci¬
ni- coast yards.

Carpenters Still on Strike.
BALTIMORE, Md.. February 15..The

strike of 700 carpenters for higher
wag-os. which began yesterday at the
shipbuilding plant of the Bethlehem
Steel Company at Sparrows Point the
Baltimore Drydock and Shipbuilding
Company and several smaller local
yards, continued this morning Vice
President J. M. Willis of the Baltimore
I'rydock and Shipbuilding Company
said that the matter was in the hands
of the government, and that the com¬
pany was having no dealings with the
men. While all the other departments
of the company were at work, he said
the strike of the carpenters naturally
delayed construction and repair work
and if it continued for two or thrde
days longer would virtually tie up ev¬
erything. At the Bethlehem company's
shipbuilding works the situation was

(OonUniud on..Second Face.)

QUOTERS OF SCRIPTURE.

News Note: "The peace Germany wants is just because it is based on the eighth command¬
ment, 'Thou shalt not steal.'".The Cologne Volks Zeitnng.

ALL FOREIGN TRADE
UNDER U. S. LICENSE
President Wilson Takes Steps

Necessary to Conserve
Ocean Tonnage.

NOT EMBARGO, IT IS HELD

By new proclamations today President
Wilson placed all exports to all coun¬

tries under license by the War Trade
Board after tomorrow.
The proclamations also apply the li¬

cense system to all imports and thus
place the entire foreign commerce of
!th« country under the license system of
the War Trade Board. It is one of the

isteps of reducing- ocean carriage of non¬

essentials to release ships for trans¬

portation of troops and war materials.

Statement in Explanation.
The following explanatory statement

was issued by the War Trade Board:
"The President has today issued two

proclamations which will become ef¬

fective tomorrow. The purpose and ef¬

fect of these proclamations are to sub¬

ject to control by license the entire
foreign commerce of the United States,
and from and after February 1G, 197T,
no commodities may be exported from
this country or imported into this coun¬
try except under license.
"The President has heretofore issued

several proclamations controlling cer¬

tain exports under the provisions of
title VII of the espionage act. and one

proclamation controlling the importa¬
tion of certain commodities under the
provisions of section 11 of the trading-
with-the-enemy act. The military sit¬
uation and the tonnage situation have
made increasingly apparent the neces¬
sity of instituting a complete and thor¬
oughgoing control of all our exports
and imports.

Army Needs All Tonnage.
"The transportation of our armies to

Prance and the maintenance of a con¬
tinued flow of the supplies and muni¬
tions needed to maintain them in fight¬
ing trim require the use of every ton
of shipping which possibly can be de¬
voted to these purposes. This demand
must be met, and if" it becomes neces¬
sary to curtail our exports or imports
these are measures which are forced
upon us by the critical tonnage situa¬
tion and the necessity of availing our¬

selves of every possible means of main¬
taining our armies in France.
"The limitation of exports is neces¬

sary also to conserve the products of
this country for the use of our own

people and the peoples of the nations
associated with us in the war; we must
dispose of this surplus in such a way
as to aid, as far as possible, those
countries to the south which have al-
ways depended upon us; we must also
dispose of our surplus in su< h way that
Germany arid her allies will derive no
benefit therefrom; and we inust secure
for ourselves in return shipping and
supplies urgently needed. j

Gives Power to Regulate.
"The promulgation of these two

proclamations does not mean an em-

8 U-BOAT HUNTERS

By the Associated Press.

LONDON; February 15..Eight British

craft which were hunting submarines
have been sunk by a raiding flotilla

of enemy destroyers, it is announced

officially.

bargo on exports or a prohibition of
imports, but places in the hands of the
President the power to regulate, which
he will exercise through the War Trade
Board and the Treasury Department.
"This power will be exercised with

the single purpose of winning* the war,
and every effort will be made to avoid
unnecessary interference with our for¬
eign trade and to impofie upon our ex¬

porters and importers no restrictions
except those involved in the accom-
plishrnent of definite and necessary
objects. }
"As heretofore, licenses for the export

or import of coin, bullion, currency,
evidences of debt or of ownership of
property, and transfers of credit, will
be issued by the Treasury Department;
licenses for all other exports and im¬
ports. including merchandise, bunkers,
ships* supplies, etc.. will be issued by
the War Trade Board."

LI
EXPECTED BY GEN. DIAZ

Italian Commander Lauds Spirit of
His Troops.Urges All Citi¬

zens to Do Duty.

By the Associated Press.
ROME, Thursday, February 34..Gen.

Armando Diaz, commander-in-chief of the
Italian army, in an interview in the Gior-
nale D'ltalia, says now that the eastern
front does not threaten the central
empires, Italy must be prepared for a

new Austro-German effort against it.
"It is impossible to say," he added,

"when that may occur, much depending
on the weather. But in the two terri¬
ble winter months of November and
December the enemy's intention to
break through was in vain before the
resistance of our soldiers, who realize
they are defending our soil and our {
homes.
"The victorious struggle on the high

plateau luminously shows the tenacity]
and aggressive spirit of our soldiers."
Gen. Diaz said he had thorough con¬

fidence in the Italian soldiers, which
had made such a splendid resistance on

the high plateau of Monte Grappa and
along the Piave, but they need the sup¬
port of the whole country, since "the
families of combatants and all citi-
zens must l*e the most solid strategic
reserve against the enemy, thus hast¬
ening the next phase of the war.the
victory of our tr.oops."

"HOME DELIVERY"
About 154c a Day

Send a postal card or a telephone message to
The Star, Main 2440, ordering the paper delivered
to your home.

The price to March 1st is I cent a day for The
Evening Star and 5 cents per day for The Sun¬
day Star.

After March 1st the price will be 60 cents per
month for The Star, both daily and Sunday, to
be delivered to your house or apartment, or 40
cents per month (approximately \x/2 cents a day)
for The Evening Star.
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1). S. MAY ACQUIRE
HOG ISLAND YARD

Contracts Probably Will Be
Cancelled and Government

Operation Undertaken.

PROSECUTION MAY FOLLOW

Criminal prosecution will result if
the investigation by the Department of
Justice, ordered by the President, de¬
velops facts that indicate more than
reckless expenditures of public funds
in the construction of the government's
big fabricating steel yard at Hog
Island, Fa-
Chairman Hurley of the shipping

board, who requested the inquiry, has
indicated that contracts with the
American International Corporation
for construction of the yard and ships
involving expenditures of many mil¬
lions of dollars, may be cancelled.

May Take Over Yard.
This is understood to mean that the

government may take over the yard,
complete its construction and itself
build the ships. This step has been
urged by members of the Senate com¬
merce committee investigating ship-
yards.

... .The shipnine: board, it is learned,
probablv will take over within a few
days four or five shipyards working on
government contracts, in which prog¬
ress lias been particularly slow. Some
of the delays in the yards have been
charged to labor difficulties, and some
to inefficient management.
To Decide Today on Inspection.
The Senate commerce committee, in¬

vestigating shipbuilding, will decide
today whether to make a personal in¬
spection of the Hog Island yard. So¬
licitor General Davis, acting head of
the department in the absence of At¬
torney General Gregory, who had not
returned from attending the funeral of
his mother, is considering naming an
assistant to conduct the investigation
ordered by the President, but will not
do so unless he finds the Attorney Gen¬
eral will not return to the city for sev¬
eral days.

It is probable that the department's
bureau of investigation will assist in
the inquiry. Reports that agents of
the bureau already had investigated
certain transactions in connection with
the Hog Island shipyard were not con¬
firmed.

President Wilson Calls for Action.
President Wilson asked for the inves¬

tigation in the following letter to At¬
torney General Gregory:
"Mr. Hurley of the shipping board has

called my attention to soijie very seri¬
ous facts which have recently been de¬
veloped with regard to contracts made
in connection with the shipbuilding
program with the company operatingat Hog Island.

,"They are so serious indeed that I do !
not think that we can let them be
taken care of merely by public dis-
closure and discussion. I would be verymuch obliged if you would have some
trustworthy person in your department
get into consultation with Mr. Hurleyabout the whole matter with a view to
instituting criminal process in case thefacts justify it."

Threat to Cancel Contracts.
Mr. Hurley's threat to cancel the cor¬

poration's contracts was contained in
a letter to Admiral Bowles directing
him to uncover any irregularities and
notifying him that Attorney General
Gregory had, been requested to desig¬
nate a special assistant to assist him.
His letter follows:
"From newspaper reports, as well as

from indications fchat have come from
you. it is quite clear that there is a con¬
dition of disorganization as well as of
negligence at Hog Island.
"By taking hold of conditions with a

strong hand, I am convinced that you will
be able to bring about more careful and
economical management. If there have
been irregularities of any kind punishment
must be meted out to the offenders
and I am requesting the Attorney Gen¬
eral to assign one of his assistants to aid
you in this investigation.
"The whole question of the management

of affairs at Hoe: Island is now before the
Senate and I felt that you would want to
know, that, in my opinion, we should await
the judgment of the committee before
committing ourselves to®any program of
action. Of course, we may find it neces¬
sary to cancel the present contract en¬
tirely.
"If in this connection you have any sug¬

gestions to offer I will be very glad to
have them."

ASSERTS PRESIDENT
INJECTED POLITICS

Senator Weeks Discusses the
Controversy Whtfch Arose

Over War Efficiency.

SCORES SECRETARY BAKER

President Wilson was charged with
deliberately injecting politics into the
controversy over war efficiency by Sen¬
ator Weeks, a republican member of
the military committee, in a speech
today vigorously criticizing the War
Department and other branches of the
government.
Supporting the military committee's

war cabinet and munitions director
bills as a constructive, non-partisan
effort not to embarrass President Wil¬
son in unifying America's war force.
Senator Weeks detailed delays and dif¬
ficulties of the government's military
preparations. He declared that lack
of & central body to make and direct
all the government's war plans is
largely responsible for present and past
troubles.

Holds President Responsible.
Tn his charge against President Wilson

the senator said:
"Not a question indicating partisanship

was raised until the President deliber¬
ately injected politics into the situation
by an attack upon the chairman of the
committee. Senator Chamberlain of Ore¬
gon (democrat) and the committee itself,
and by calling to the White House many
democratic party leaders, not for consul¬
tation purposes, but to insist that a dis¬
cussion of this question on the floor of
the Senate be prevented if possible. Have
we come to such a pass that the action of
the most important committee in Con¬
gress at this (ime is to be forbidden by
the President?"
Referring to Secretary Baker. Senator

Weeks said, after praising many Army
achievements:
"^.either do I wish to unjustly or unre¬

servedly criticise the head of the War
Department. He has had to deal with a
multitude of questions, the disposal of
many of which meet my approval. It
would require too much time to enumerate.
The Secretary has done that effectively
In his speech made to the committee
January 28.

Attempts to Do Too Much.
"Tf I were to criticize the Secretary

personally it would be that he has
undertaken to do too many things him¬
self. some of which might have been
left to subordinates. If I were to make
a further criticism it would relate to
his temperamental relationship to the
war. Doubtless he himself would ad¬
mit that he is a pacifist by nature.
For example, even now he is opposed
to universal military training, and I
cannot divorce myself from the con¬
clusion, based on his own testimony,
that he has been inclined to plan for
prosecution of the war.and this con¬
dition has to some degree permeated
the department.on the basis that we
are 3,000 miles away from the front,
instead of hastening preparation with
all the vigor we would exercise if our

borders were the battlefront."
Referring to Mr. Baker's reply when

asked by the committee if other men

could not have done things better, that
he did not know all the men in the
world and could not judge their capa¬
bilities, Senator Weeks said the answer

was "somewhat flippant." and that it
is impossible to expect a department
whose head makes such a statement
to make many changes which an out¬
side investigation has shown to be
necessary. . . ,*
"One of the notable features of the

present situation," Senator Weeks con¬

tended. "is the virulence used in attack¬
ing those who favor the committee's
plan of centralization. They are refer-
red to as plotters, mischievous med-
dlers and even as servitors of the ene-

my. Every means of false suggestion
has been used to discredit a sincere and
loyal attempt to make a change which
will materially increase the efficiency
of our war administration."
Asserting that it is "physically im¬

possible" for the President to individu¬
ally co-ordinate and direct all of the
government's functions, Senator Weeks
added:
"Can it be possible the President will

be embarrassed by such a cabinet? It
would seem as if he would be em¬
barrassed to a greater extent by a per¬
petuation of the disjointed system
which now exists, a system which has
failed to produce ships, notwithstand-
ing the shipping: plans: which has fail¬
ed to deliver coal, notwithstanding the
unbounded coal supply we have: which
has been responsible for a failure to
protect our soldiers against sickness
and furnish them with suitai>fb cloth¬
ing." *

"We are the inventors and leaders
in aeorplanes, and yet we have no

aeroplanes. We have the greatest
steel works in the world, and yet we
have few guns. We lead the world
in automobile manufacture, and yet
we are just commencing to obtain
motor trucks, and, worst of all, the
system we have is responsible for not
having heat, water or sewerage."

Success Due to Gen. Sharpe.
Furnishing of food to the Army,

Senator Weeks said, has been a "tre¬
mendous success, due to Gen.
Sharpe." He also praised Gen. Crosier,
chief of ordnance, saying he has often
asked Congress for more ordnance ap-
propriations, but that sentiment in
the country prevented appropriations.
Gen. Crozier. he declared, was partly
responsible for deficiencies in machine
guns and light ordnance.
Reliance upon France for ordnance

and other materials, he said, was "very
doubtful wisdom," and the powder
situation was described as acute, "with
half of American production under con.-
tract to the^ allies and our total ca¬
pacity not haJf of our needs."
Aviation work, the senator con¬

ceded, has been carried out intelli¬
gently and systematically.

Promise of Rapid Production.
"While the actual number of machines

constructed," he said, "does riot com¬
pare favorably with the impression
given the public, it is represented that
production will be very rapid."
Although praising efforts of the War

Department toward reorganization.
Senator Weeks said Edward R. Stet-
tinius, the civilian surveyor of pur¬
chases, is in an "impossible position."
and that the administration is "throw¬
ing away an opportunity to make an
effective organization" by rejecting the
plan for a munitions director.
Most of the republican senators and

about half of the democrats followed
Senator Weeks' remarks, to which
Senator Kirby of Arkansas, democratic
member of the committee, planned to
reply.

TO HONOR MEMORY )F
SIR CECIL* SPRING RICE

In memory of Sir Cecil Spring Rice
a memorial service will be held Satur¬
day afternoon at 3 o'clock in the Beth¬
lehem .Chapel of. St. A1 ban's Cathedral.
While no formal invitations have

been issued for the occasion it is ex¬
pected that the diplomatic corps and
many officials of Washington will be
present.

DECIDE TO EXTEND *

RUSSIAN INVASION
Resumption of Military Activ¬
ities Aganst Slavs at Hand.
Petrograd to Be Occupied.

ARMISTICE IS ENDED
BY TROTZKY, iSTHEORY

Teutons Will Go to Defense of
Ukraine as One Step in Extend¬

ing: Power Over Hew States.

By th* Associated Press.
LONDON, February 15..Germany has

resolved to ttjkw military actiriti*
against northern Bassia. This deririo*
is said to have been readied at a con¬

ference at imperial headquarters,.speeial
dispatches from Holland say.
The ronftTP.nrr was attended by

peror William, Chancellor von HertGnj,
Field Marshal von Hindenbarg, Gen. vo>

Lndendorff, Foreign Secretary vo«

Knehlmann and others.
The "no war, but no peace" plan of |

Leon Trotzicy, the bolshevik foreign ..*

minister, was rejected at the conference,
according to the Amsterdam correspond¬
ent of the Daily Express, and as Trotzky
does not want peace, he will get war.

Will Occupy PetrogTad.
Invasion of Great Russia, it is adde4.

will continue, at any rate, until Petro¬
grad is occupied by Herman troops.
A dispatch to the Daily News from

Rotterdam says that the Germans take
the view that Trotsky's declaration,
though it did not end the war. auto¬

matically ended the armistice. (The
armistice expired February 14.) The
Germans now consider that they have a
free hand and mean to use the oppor¬
tunity.

This, according to the correspondent,
does not mean necessarily that the Ger¬
mans will immediately try to reach
Petrograd. but more probably that they
will support the Ukraine by force of
arms. The Germans, he says, are car¬
rying on an active propaganda in the
I kraine for the purpose of suggesting
to the rada that the new state Is en¬
dangered by the bolsheviki. It is de¬
clared that this is all part of Ger¬
many's scheme for breaking up th*
former Russian empire, with a view te
extending her own power and Influence
over the new states, of whom It is pot-
Ins as protector.

Bolsheviki Move on Ukraine.
It Is certain that the bolsheviki are

now moving troops against the
Ukraine, a Berlin dispatch to the Koel-
nisehe Volks Zeitung says, and the cen¬
tral powers do not Intend to allow
themselves thus to be robbed of the
fruits of their lately concluded peace
The newspaper adds that it "prob-

ably has been decided at the conference
at imperial headquarters to resume op.
erations on the northern Russian Trout
for the protection of the Ukraine."

Purpose of Ukraine Peace.
AMSTERDAM, February 15..Peace

with the Ukraine was made not only
so that the central powers might ob¬
tain foodstuffs, but also to effect a
breach in the eastern front, it is indi¬
cated ill a dispatch from Vienna. A
statement from a well informed source
dealing with the conclusion of the
Brest-Utovsk negotiations, and given
to Vienna newspapers, says:
"As Trotzky's attitude, particularly

concerning the application of the prin-
jciple of self-determination, made a
satisfactory conclusion impossible, it
became the political task of the powers
who were'working for peace to make
a breach in the eastern front; that is.
to arrange a peace with the Ukraine,
thereby also arriving at a settlement

.of the Russian and Rumanian ques¬
tions. Peace with the Ukraine had to
be made if only because a way was
(opened by it to eastern Europe's rich-
est granary. True, the country is not
yet organized properly, but opportunity
to effect improvements is now given,
and in conformity with the agreement
stocks of food will be imported here aa
far as they are available."

Cession of Choi into Ukraine-
The statement adds that peace with

the Ukraine was obtainable only on
condition that Oholm should be ceded to
the Ukraine, the desire for which could
be fulfilled by the application of the
principle of self-determination, which
is recognized as applying to Russian
territory. Cholm. it is declared, is such
a mixed country ethnographically that
there cannot be a question of its be¬
longing to Poland.
Opposition to the arrangement Is

combated by the statement which de¬
clares that it is unintelligible, inas¬
much as the principle of self-deter-
mination is appropriate for all Russian

[territory, and therefore for Russian Po¬
land. It adds that the arrangement did
not surprise the Poles, who never re.
ceived a definite promise, and who
often advocated the principle now ap¬
plied to the demarcation of the fron>
tier.

Corner Stone of Peace Structure.
"Peace with the Ukraine." the state¬

ment continues. "Is the corner stone of
the entire peace structure, and oppo-
.ition to these arrangements cannot be
regarded as compatible with the inter¬
ests of the monarchy.
"In conformity with the stipulations

of the treaty all Ukrainian surplus
grain is to be exported up to July 31. A
commission has been formed to deter¬
mine the amount of supplies and to
what extent we can give assistance in
this respect. Assistance will be given
both technically and militarily.
"Military support will be required if

central depots and junctions must be
protected from attacks by bandits and
the bolsheviki. It is not a question of a
military alliance, but a common or¬
ganization for the protection of rail¬
way service and delivery of grain."

Effect at Brest-Litovsk.
The statement then refers to the ef»

feet produced at Brest-Litovsk by the
conclusion of peace with the Ukraino
and says:
"Trotzky and .his government, recog¬

nizing the impossibility of continuing
the wer under the present circum¬
stances. preferred to lay down their
arms with a certain eclat and to assume
the pose of an oppressed people. Rus¬
sian tactics, however, appear to be the
worst for them because we are In no¬
wise bound by their declaration an4
from the standpoint ef International
law we are aUil in a state «r war with

it


